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James 3:13-4:10 (4:6b-10)
[Jeremiah 11:18-20; St. Mark 9:30-37]
14th Sunday after Pentecost
Weekend of Sunday, September 20, 2009
Sermon 	James 4:6b-10
“God Will Graciously Exalt All
Who Humbly Submit to Him”
	In the name of the Triune God—Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit.  [Amen.]
	Grace, mercy, and peace from God our Father, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  [Amen.]
Epistle Reading	James 3:13-4:10 (esp. 4:6b-10)
6bTherefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”  7Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.  8Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.  Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  9Be wretched and mourn and weep.  Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.  10Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 
Introduction: As we continue to revel in and celebrate the grand success of the St. Louis Cardinals Baseball Club this season I’m reminded of the countless number of times I witnessed up-close-and-personal a classic dual between a fast-throwing pitcher and a hard-swinging batter during my 25+ years of baseball umpiring.  That classic duel was immortalized by this poem that was first published in 1906.
(Here read “Casey at the Bat”)
It’s really largely about Humiliation vs. Exaltation … First Commandment, Apostles’ Creed First Article, and Apostles’ Creed Second Article stuff … Christ-like submission to God!
“Humiliation” =	Verbs: disgrace, shame, embarrass, dishonor, degrade.
	1991/2005 Synodical Catechism, p. 130, Q. 127: “What was Christ’s humiliation?  Christ’s humiliation was that as man He did not always or fully use His divine powers.”
	1991/2005 Synodical Catechism, p. 131, Q. 128: “Which words of the Apostles’ Creed describe the stages of Christ’s humiliation?  ‘Conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.”  (Conception, Birth, Suffering, Crucifixion, Death, Burial)
	Phil 2:8 ESV, “And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”

	“Exaltation” =	Verbs: adore, praise, worship, respect, admire, idolize, glorify.

	1991/2005 Synodical Catechism, p. 138, Q. 141: “What was Christ’s exaltation?  Christ’s exaltation was that as man He now fully and always uses His divine powers.”
	1991/2005 Synodical Catechism, p. 138, Q. 142: “Which words of the Apostles’ Creed describe the stages of Christ’s exaltation?  ‘He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.”  (Descent, Resurrection, Ascension, Reign, Judgment)
	Phil 2:9-11 ESV, “9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

	Some additional Scriptural statements about humiliation and exaltation.

	2 Chron 7:14 ESV, “… if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin … .”
	Deut 7:6-8 ESV, “6For you are a people holy to the Lord your God.  The Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.  7It was not because you were more in number than any other people that the Lord set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8but it is because the Lord loves you … .”
	Job 22:29 NKJV, “When they cast you down, and you say, ‘Exaltation will come!’  Then He will save the humble person.”
	Ps 147:6 ESV, “The Lord lifts up the humble … .”
	Prov 3:34 NKJV, “Surely He scorns the scornful, But gives grace to the humble.”
	Isa 66:2b ESV, “But this is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word.”
	Luke 1:48, 52 ESV, “48[God my Savior] has looked on the humble estate of his servant.  52… he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of humble estate … .”
	Matt 5:5 ESV, “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.”
	Matt 20:28 & Mark 10:45 ESV, “… the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
	Matt 23:1-12 ESV, “1Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, ‘11The greatest among you shall be your servant.  12Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.’”
	1 Peter 5:5b ESV, “Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.’”

	Martin Luther wrote in his “Heidelberg Disputation”: Now you ask, “What then shall we do?  Shall we go our way with indifference because we can do nothing but sin?”  I would reply, By no means.  But, having heard this, fall down and pray for grace and place your hope in Christ in whom is our salvation, life, and resurrection.  For this reason we are so instructed—for this reason the law makes us aware of sin so that, having recognized our sin, we may seek and receive grace.  Thus God “gives grace to the humble” [I Pet. 5:5], and “whoever humbles himself will be exalted” [Matt. 23:12].  The law humbles, grace exalts.  The law effects fear and wrath, grace effects hope and mercy.  “Through the law comes knowledge of sin” [Rom. 8:20], through knowledge of sin, however, comes humility, and through humility grace is acquired.  Thus an action which is alien to God’s nature results in a deed belonging to his very nature: he makes a person a sinner so that he may make him righteous. (Luther, M. (1999, c1957). Vol. 31: Luther's works, vol. 31: Career of the Reformer I (J. J. Pelikan, H. C. Oswald & H. T. Lehmann, Ed.). Luther's Works (31:50). Philadelphia: Fortress Press.)

All of that is to simply and urgently remind us and emphasize to us today and everyday that …
 “God Will Graciously Exalt All
Who Humbly Submit to Him”
	I.	Know and Exercise Divine Wisdom. (3:13-18)
13Who is wise and understanding among you?  By his good conduct let him show his works in the meekness of wisdom.  14But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth.  15This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic.  16For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice.  17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere.  18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.
	Biblical Wisdom =	Accurate knowledge about God and correct application of it.  It’s all about Jesus!
	Phony Wisdom =	Much Bible knowledge but not truly knowing, believing in, and depending on Jesus.
	Law:	Bitter jealousy, selfish ambition, boasting, and falsehood that leads to disorder and all sorts of evil activities.
	Gospel:	Christ knew and perfectly exercised divine wisdom for us.  Christ atoned for our sins of bitter jealousy, selfish ambition, boasting, and falsehood that leads to disorder and all sorts of evil activities.  Christ’s shed blood washed away those and all other sins.
	New Life:	Now let’s live our lives in the manner that the Holy Spirit has remade us in our Baptism.  That is humbly exercise self-denying and self-sacrificial purity, peace, gentleness, reason, mercy, impartiality, and sincerity.
	II.	Know and Exercise Divine Relationships. (4:1-6a)
4:1What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you?  Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you?  2You desire and do not have, so you murder.  You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel.  You do not have, because you do not ask.  3You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.  4You adulterous people!  Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?  Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.  5Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”?  6aBut he gives more grace.
	Holy Relationships =	Living together with and humbly submitting to God and one another in peaceful harmonious coexistence through Jesus Christ.
	Sinful Relationships =	Fighting and quarreling that results from hearts without peace or contentment and minds full of bitterness and selfishness.
	Law:	Quarrels, fights, murder (hatred), covetousness, and wrong self-centered motivations are rebellion against God’s commandments.
	Gospel:	Christ graciously exercised holy relationships for us.  Christ atoned for our sins of quarrels, fights, murder (hatred), covetousness, and wrong self-centered motivations.  Christ’s shed blood washed away those and all other sins.
	New Life:	Let’s live our lives now by demonstrating that the Holy Spirit has remade us in our Baptism, namely, by showing forth the manifestations of love that are joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
Old Testament Reading	Jeremiah 11:18-20
   18The Lord made it known to me and I knew;
        then you showed me their deeds.
   19But I was like a gentle lamb
        led to the slaughter.
      I did not know it was against me
        they devised schemes, saying,
      “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,
        let us cut him off from the land of the living,
        that his name be remembered no more.”
   20But, O Lord of hosts, who judges righteously,
        who tests the heart and the mind,
      let me see your vengeance upon them,
        for to you have I committed my cause.
Holy Gospel Reading	St. Mark 9:30-37
30[The disciples] went on from there and passed through Galilee.  And [Jesus] did not want anyone to know, 31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him.  And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.”  32But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him.
      33And they came to Capernaum.  And when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?”  34But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest.  35And he sat down and called the twelve.  And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.”  36And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.”
 “God Will Graciously Exalt All
Who Humbly Submit to Him”
so …
I.	 Know and Exercise Divine Wisdom. (3:13-18)
and …
II.	 Know and Exercise Divine Relationships. (4:1-6a)
	God grant it all for the sake of Jesus Christ, His humble Son, our holy Savior.  [Amen.] 
	In the name of the Triune God—Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit.  [Amen.]

