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Isaiah 29:11-19 (17-19)
[Ephesians 5:22-33; St. Mark 7:1-13]
12th Sunday after Pentecost
Weekend of Sunday, August 23, 2009
Sermon 	Isaiah 29:17-19
“God Rescues, Redeems, and Reconciles
His Humbly Repentant People”
	In the name of the Triune God—Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit.  [Amen.]
	Grace, mercy, and peace from God our Father, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  [Amen.]
Old Testament Reading	Isaiah 29:11-19 (esp. 17-19)
17Is it not yet a very little while until Lebanon shall be turned into a fruitful field, and the fruitful field shall be regarded as a forest?  18In that day the deaf shall hear the words of a book, and out of their gloom and darkness the eyes of the blind shall see.  19The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the Lord, and the poor among mankind shall exult in the Holy One of Israel.  
Introduction: “Culture” and “Language”
	The word “culture” is most commonly used in three basic senses [according to Wikipedia]:

	excellence of taste in the fine arts and humanities, also known as high culture;

an integrated pattern of human knowledge, belief, and behavior that depends upon the capacity for symbolic thought and social learning; and
the set of shared attitudes, values, goals, and practices that characterizes an institution, organization or group.
	Language is a basic building block of a particular culture.

	It includes words, phrases, expressions, idioms, dialects, etc.
	It uses established definitions that are commonly understood and accepted.
	It allows people of that culture to communicate with each other.

	“Open, honest, and truthful communication is the key to the success of any organization or relationship.”
	This is no less true in the Christian church than in secular society.

	The Christian church in general is a peculiar, unique culture.
	The Evangelical Lutheran Church in particular (not to be confused with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, which in its national convention this past week adopted some resolutions dealing with homosexuality that are contrary to what God reveals in His Holy Word, the Bible, and the Lutheran Confessions, which are a true and accurate exposition of the Bible), the Evangelical Lutheran Church, of which our Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod is a part, is a peculiar, unique culture.

	It is shaped by and communicated with the “vernacular” language of the local culture (i.e.—common language being spoken such as English, French, German, Russian, etc.).
	However, that language uses words that are peculiar and unique to the church setting.

	Today’s text leads us to consider four such perhaps somewhat common words that have peculiar, unique definitions in the Christian church culture in general and special significance in our Evangelical Lutheran Church culture in particular:

	Rescue

	Ps 91:1-3, 15-16, “1He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.  2I will say to the Lord, ‘My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.’  3For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence.  [The Lord says,] 15When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him.  16With long life I will satisfy him and show him my salvation.”
	2 Tim 4:18, “18The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom.  To him be the glory forever and ever.  Amen.”
	Redeem
	Jer 15:20-21, “20… for I am with you to save you and deliver you, declares the Lord.  21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.”

	Gal 4:4-5, “4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.”
	Reconcile

	Acts 7:26, “26And on the following day he appeared to them as they were quarreling and tried to reconcile them, saying, ‘Men, you are brothers.  Why do you wrong each other?’”
	Eph 2:14-16, “14For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.”
	Repent
	Ezek 18:30-32, “30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares the Lord God.  Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin.  31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit!  Why will you die, O house of Israel?  32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord God; so turn, and live.”

	Acts 26:19-20, “19Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 20but declared … to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds in keeping with their repentance.”
“God Rescues, Redeems, and Reconciles
His Humbly Repentant People”
Isaiah’s (and All the Prophets’) Prophetic Role
	Communicate Law and Gospel

	Declare God’s just and righteous anger toward His people for their sinful rebellion against Him.

Proclaim God’s merciful and gracious promise of faithfulness to them, especially the future Messiah, through Whom He would rescue, redeem, and reconcile to Himself His humbly repentant people.
	That same message is for us today as well.  We modern-day prophets (that is, pastors who correctly proclaim God’s Holy Word and properly administer His Holy Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper) communicate Law and Gospel.

	We declare God’s just anger toward us for our sinful rebellion against Him.
	We remind and reassure of His merciful and gracious faithfulness to us, especially in the Messiah, Jesus Christ, through Whom He rescued, redeemed, and reconciled us His humbly repentant people to Himself.

	In grateful response to His free gifts of forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life that Jesus gained for us with His holy life, innocent suffering and death, and triumphant resurrection from the dead in victory over sin, Satan, and death itself, God calls us to …

	I.	Be Familiar With and Exercise Faithful Worship. (11-14)
11And the vision of all this has become to you like the words of a book that is sealed.  When men give it to one who can read, saying, “Read this,” he says, “I cannot, for it is sealed.”  12And when they give the book to one who cannot read, saying, “Read this,” he says, “I cannot read.”  13And the Lord said: “Because this people draw near with their mouth and honor me with their lips, while their hearts are far from me, and their fear of me is a commandment taught by men, 14therefore, behold, I will again do wonderful things with this people, with wonder upon wonder; and the wisdom of their wise men shall perish, and the discernment of their discerning men shall be hidden.”
	Third Commandment stuff.

	Martin Luther’s explanation (LSB page 321).

	Faithful Worship Is Not Mere Formalism.

	Hearing, speaking, praying, and singing with little or no sincere thoughtful contemplation.
	Being present in worship just because it’s necessary in order to maintain membership in the local congregation.
	Being present in worship to keep up a good appearance in the sight of family, friends, and acquaintances.

Hypocritically confessing sins and faith during the worship service followed by attitudes, words, and actions outside the worship service that are inconsistent with and even contradict the good confessions made in the worship service.
	Faithful Worship Is Sacramental vs. Sacrificial Activity.

	God to us.  (Sacrificial activity is us to God.)
	God serves us His gracious gifts of forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life through His Holy Word and Sacraments.

	Faithful Worship Is Triangular.

	God speaks His words to us.

We speak His words back to Him.
We speak His words to each other, that is, it is communal, not individual, activity.
	Faithful Worship Results in Changed Lives.

	Our attitude toward one another and others is shaped by Christ-like care, concern, and compassion.
	Our words encourage, support, and build up.
	Our actions follow the guidelines of the Ten Commandments and reflect the example of the Good Samaritan, who self-sacrificially cared for the needs of his enemy.

	Faithful Worship Focuses on the one true Triune God

	The Father, who created and sustains us.

The Son, who redeemed and saved us.
The Holy Spirit, who gave us faith in Jesus and leads us to live sanctified lives.
	That is, we …

	II.	Recognize and Confess the One True Creator God. (15-16)
15Ah, you who hide deep from the Lord your counsel, whose deeds are in the dark, and who say, “Who sees us?  Who knows us?”  16You turn things upside down!  Shall the potter be regarded as the clay, that the thing made should say of its maker, “He did not make me”; or the thing formed say of him who formed it, “He has no understanding”?
	Apostles’ Creed First Article stuff.

	Martin Luther’s explanation (LSB page 322).

	Emphasizes that God Himself …

	created/made everything including all living creatures.
	takes care of and supports what He created.

	Reminds and Encourages Us To …

	“thank and praise, serve and obey Him.”
	be good stewards.  (Note at the end of Q. 112, LSC page 118: “We are good stewards when we avoid polluting air, land, and water; carefully dispose of waste; use rather than waste natural resources; conserve rather than waste energy; recycle or reuse materials whenever possible; and value and take care of all God’s creation.”)

Epistle Reading	Ephesians 5:22-33
22Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  23For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior.  24Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.  25Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.  28In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies.  He who loves his wife loves himself.  29For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30because we are members of his body.  31“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”  32This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.  33However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.
Gospel Reading	St. Mark 7:1-13
1When the Pharisees gathered to [Jesus], with some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem, 2they saw that some of his disciples ate with hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed.  3(For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands, holding to the tradition of the elders, 4and when they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash.  And there are many other traditions that they observe, such as the washing of cups and pots and copper vessels and dining couches.)  5And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?”  6And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; 7in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’  8You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men.”  9And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God in order to establish your tradition!  10For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’  11But you say, ‘If a man tells his father or his mother, Whatever you would have gained from me is Corban’ (that is, given to God)—12then you no longer permit him to do anything for his father or mother, 13thus making void the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down.  And many such things you do.”
 “God Rescues, Redeems, and Reconciles
His Humbly Repentant People”
	I.	Be Familiar With and Exercise Faithful Worship.
	II.	Recognize and Confess the One True Creator God.
	God grant it all for the sake of Jesus Christ, His humble Son, our holy Savior.  [Amen.] 
	In the name of the Triune God—Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit.  [Amen.]

