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THE SERMON
T I N I T

Text: 1 Kings 18:20-40 – Theme: “It Really Doesn't Matter?”
In the Name of the Father and of T the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.
Beloved in the Lord: “It doesn't really matter!” “Just believe in 

whatever, and believe in it as hard as you can, and you'll be OK.” “Really!”
“Friend, don't be so insistent on being 'right.' There are many ways to be 
'right' about things. How dare you think that you have a corner on right 
and wrong!” “It doesn't really matter! Everyone is going to go to heaven 
anyhow! We have no right to claim that we have the only true salvation! 
It is time that we got down off of our spiritual high horse and started 
treating the rest of the world more nicely.”

Really?! Is that how we are supposed to be? That's how the world 
wants us to be! That's how many people say that they are in the Church 
are supposed to be! We are supposed to knock off the exclusivity stuff. 
We need to get on track with whatever the latest “cool” trend is, and 
submit ourselves to whatever present “spirituality” is going around in the 
world for the day. Being different, and being exclusive – being Christian – 
being Lutheran – just doesn't matter, they say.

Yet here we are on Holy Trinity Sunday! We have just confessed the 
Athanasian Creed, and with a bold, collective voice, we have publicly 
stated, “Yes, it does matter! God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – is the 
only way to heaven. Those who do not believe in the only true and 
living God will go to hell for all of eternity. Yes, it matters! In the most 
dramatic and lasting way possible, it matters!”

Our text is a vivid teaching on this very subject, and we pray for God's 
grace that we may give heed to it. 

There was high drama in King Ahab's kingdom. It was high spiritual 
drama. The land of Israel was in trouble. Their religion had been horribly 
compromised. There were people then who called themselves believers 
in God, but said that “it doesn't really matter what you believe, just 
believe it as hard as you can, and you'll be all right.” You know, they were 



just like some people in our day – maybe like some of you have said. 
These are the same folks who could say then, as they will say now, that 
“all roads lead to God” and “all people basically worship the same god.” 
This is, seriously, one of the great problems with the churches of our day. 
And, if you are guilty of thinking this way, it really is time for you to repent
of such thinking.

At this time, the nation of Israel was ruled by King Ahab. He has the 
distinction of being THE worst king ever to rule over Israel. He condoned 
idolatry. He even encouraged idolatry. His idolatrous ideas were further 
enforced by his life partner, his wife, the wicked Queen Jezebel. There is a 
reason why no right-thinking parent will name their little girl “Jezebel.” 
She was truly wicked, and God eventually judged her most severely, but 
that is another story for another time.

God had sent the prophet Elijah to call the nation of Israel back to the 
true worship of the true God. As usual, Israel would not listen. So God 
accompanied His call to repentance with a sign: there had come to be a 
terrible time of drought over all the land. Then God sent Elijah to King 
Ahab, and do you know how ol' King Ahab greeted the prophet sent from 
God? He said, “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?” That's how he saw God's
servant, not unlike some folks treat the men sent by God to call His 
people to repentance today.  We will pick up the account just two verses 
later, at 1 Kings 18:20:
Text with interaction:
“people of Israel” = grumble
“Baal” = boooo
“Elijah” = Hallelujah!
“Lord” or “God” = Yahoo!

20 So Ahab sent to all the people of Israel and gathered the prophets together 
at Mount Carmel. 21 And Elijah came near to all the people and said, “How long 
will you go limping between two different opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him;
but if Baal, then follow him.” And the people did not answer him a word. 22 Then 
Elijah said to the people, “I, even I only, am left a prophet of the Lord, but Baal's 
prophets are 450 men. 23 Let two bulls be given to us, and let them choose one bull
for themselves and cut it in pieces and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it. And
I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood and put no fire to it. 24 And you 
call upon the name of your god, and I will call upon the name of the Lord, and the 
God who answers by fire, he is God.” And all the people answered, “It is well 
spoken.” 25 Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose for yourselves one 
bull and prepare it first, for you are many, and call upon the name of your god, but
put no fire to it.” 26 And they took the bull that was given them, and they prepared 



it and called upon the name of Baal from morning until noon, saying, “O Baal, 
answer us!” But there was no voice, and no one answered. And they limped 
around the altar that they had made. 27 And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, 
“Cry aloud, for he is a god. Either he is musing, or he is relieving himself, or he is 
on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.” 28 And they cried 
aloud and cut themselves after their custom with swords and lances, until the 
blood gushed out upon them. 29 And as midday passed, they raved on until the 
time of the offering of the oblation, but there was no voice. No one answered; no 
one paid attention. 

30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” And all the people 
came near to him. And he repaired the altar of the Lord that had been thrown 
down. 31 Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the 
sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord came, saying, “Israel shall be your 
name,” 32 and with the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord. And he 
made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two seahs  of seed. 33 And
he put the wood in order and cut the bull in pieces and laid it on the wood. And he
said, “Fill four jars with water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the wood.” 
34 And he said, “Do it a second time.” And they did it a second time. And he said, 
“Do it a third time.” And they did it a third time. 35 And the water ran around the 
altar and filled the trench also with water. 

36 And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet came near
and said, “O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that 
you are God in Israel, and that I am your servant, and that I have done all these 
things at your word. 37 Answer me, O LORD, answer me, that this people may know 
that you, O LORD, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back.” 38 Then the
fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt offering and the wood and the stones 
and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 39 And when all the 
people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, “The LORD, he is God; the LORD, he is
God.” 40 And Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; let not one of them 
escape.” And they seized them. And Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon
and slaughtered them there. 
II. What Baal couldn’t do!

A. cf. The text                                                                                                                           
B. What the idols of our day cannot do

1.  health & wealth                                                                                                        
2.  condone your immorality                                                                                        
3.  forgive your sins (those who must “forgive themselves”)                               
4.  get you into heaven                                                                                  

Now you have plainly seen what Baal could not do, haven't you?! The 
prophets of Baal danced around, they surely picked up some sort of a 
chant, they cut themselves (something which disturbed people 
sometimes do in our own day), and they generally carried on. This went 
on all morning and all afternoon. It was only at evening, the time of the 
oblation, that Elijah finally stepped forward to call out to Yahweh. All that 



the prophets of Baal wanted was what Elijah wanted – just send down fire
from heaven and consume the sacrifice. How hard could that be for a 
deity?! Fire is one of your basic elements. Just send down some fire.

But poor Baal couldn't send down fire. Baal could not make himself 
known. And you know why, don't you? Because he is not real. Never was. 
Never will be. He is an idol. He is a figment of sinful man's feeble and 
misguided imagination.  He is nothing. Baal could not save because you 
cannot save you or anybody else.

The same is true of the idols of our day and our invention. Fake 
preachers, much like fake prophets of old, have compromised the 
Christian faith and tried to turn it into a religion of “health and wealth,” 
and have delivered to untold thousands, perhaps even millions, of souls 
an idol who cannot do what they say this “god” must deliver. How sad! 

Again, our world keeps inventing false gods – idols – who tell you that 
your immorality is not bad, and that it is even good. How can they do 
that? By what authority? There is only one true moral authority and that 
is the Lord. A god who says that our immorality is not sinful is an 
imagined god. And when I say that, I mean all immorality – all of the 
commandments – not just the one or two that you or I don't like at the 
moment.

Oh, and what of the forgiveness of sins? Pop psychology used to tell 
us that we had to “forgive ourselves.” You know why they said that, don't 
you? Because they did not necessarily acknowledge the objective 
authority of the only true and living God who forgives you all of your sins 
for the sake of Christ your Savior. If you do not necessarily trust in the 
one, true God, or if you do not think that He is truly active in peoples' 
lives, you get into that weird game of forgiving yourself rather than 
confessing your sins to Him and receiving His absolution.

And, of course, no idol can get you into heaven. Those who hold to 
idols invent different heavens. They want to populate their own planets 
and call that their “heaven.” They want to go to a place of 72 virgins and 
call that “heaven.” Still others imagine that there is a heaven to which 
everyone goes so that there is not really any such place as hell. No, 
friends, the problem with false confessions of a false faith is that they 
cannot save your soul. Period.
III. What only God (the blessed Holy Trinity) can do

A.  Creator & Preservation                                                                                                    
B.  Redemption/Justification                                                                                             
C.   Sanctification (pointing us always to Jesus)                                                               



D.  this includes all of what the idols can’t do                                                       
But we, by God's grace, do confess the one, holy, true, catholic, 

apostolic faith. This is the faith which is taught by all three of the so-called
ecumenical creeds: the apostles' Creed, the Nicene Creed, and the 
Athanasian Creed. These creeds serve Christendom wonderfully. They 
identify the Christian faith clearly to our dying idolatrous world. They also 
help true Christians to identify one another so that, amongst the 
confusion of our pluralistic cultures, at least we Christians may find one 
another and stand together in the confession of the true faith. Now 
notice these 4 things about the only true and living God!

[A] He is the Creator of all things, and the One Who preserves His 
whole creation. What great grace and mercy we see in God Who created 
us and still preserves us, body and soul. The whole of the creation, even 
the rocks and trees cry out to Him for deliverance from the death and 
decay to which the whole of creation, because of sin, is subject. (Rom. 8) 

It is tempting for us to fall prey to the arrogance of thinking that we 
are somehow responsible both for our lives and for our preservation, but 
the truth is that God created us, and God takes care of us. We can 
commend our cares to His fatherly mercy when we hope in Jesus Christ 
His Son our Savior.

[B] As if it were not enough for Him to give us life and to preserve us 
in this life, He has also seen fit to save us from this life.  The Scriptures 
teach that even before the creation of the world God knew that we would
sin and need deliverance from death and the power of the devil. He knew
that we would need the forgiveness of sins.  And, because He knew that 
we could never purchase such a forgiveness for ourselves, His great work 
is to give us His own Son for our redemption.

It is by no means unimportant or incidental that in all three of the 
Creeds, the longest article is the one which deals with the work of God 
the Son. Jesus is God Who became flesh and blood for our redemption. 
He paid the price for each and every sin. He preached eternal salvation 
and demonstrated His own power to save to this fallen world. He endured
the disrespect of proud, sinful men who beat Him and took Him to 
Calvary’s cross. He arose victorious from His grave on Easter morning so 
that all who hope in Him have forgiveness of our sins and life forever with
God in heaven. We know that He is the One Who intercedes for us before 
the Father, and that He will come again on the Last Day to judge the living
and the dead – this is not something which we dread but is the great 
hope of Christendom.



[C] And, as we celebrated in worship just last Sunday, God gives us 
Himself in the Holy Spirit, Who proceeds from the Father and the Son, to 
show us Jesus Christ our Savior and to cause us to hope in this Jesus for 
this life and eternity! The Holy Spirit never points us to Himself but always
tells us to hope in the Lord Jesus! In fact, God the Holy Spirit always gives 
us faith to believe in Jesus. He works through His Word and by means of 
His Sacraments to always give us Jesus.

[D] What a magnificent mystery God is! Though we cannot 
comprehend Him, He nevertheless reveals Himself to us. On top of that, 
He reveals Himself not as the God who should rightly damn us to hell 
because of our sins, but He reveals Himself to us in His perfect mercy in 
Christ, as God who loves us, as God Who gives salvation freely by His 
grace.

Anything and everything which those false gods are said to do, He 
CAN do. There is absolutely nothing which God cannot do, if it is His 
loving will, and that means you can go to Him in prayer about anything 
and everything!
CONCLUDING:

And so we confess. But not because WE are all good and pious. We 
confess because He has been so kind as to give us faith in Him. We 
thankfully own the mystery of Who God is because He who has loved us 
has told us that He also loves the whole world, and we want them to 
know Him as well. We thankfully own the mystery of Who God is because 
the idols of today, just as was the idol Baal – and others – of other days 
are plain false and cannot save you. But God, Who is love, is powerful to 
save. Yes, it really does matter. A lot. In the Name of the Father and of T  
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

T S D G T

+ THE PRAYER of the CHURCH
NOTE: The Prayers will begin with the responsive prayer p. 215 of the 
Hymnal.  Then you might want to use some or all of the below. . . 

Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, whom we know and confess as 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Blessed are You, and blessed be Your holy 
name. As You have granted us grace to confess You faithfully, so we pray 
You to grant us grace that we may serve You faithfully and display in 
everyday life the goodness of Him who delivered us from our sins and 
death to everlasting life. 

Hear us on behalf of Your Church, that everywhere the name of Christ



is raised there may be gathered a people who desire to know You and live
as Your children by Baptism and faith. Bless every pastor and church 
worker and those whom we elect to serve us in our Synod and districts. 
Prosper all missionaries in their witness and all those preparing for church
work vocations. Raise up people of virtue and steadfast faith to serve You 
as pastors, teachers and workers in Your kingdom for a new generation.

Guard Your people against the assaults of the devil, the injustice of 
the world, the violence and hate of those who despise You and who do 
not value life as a gift and blessing. Hear us as we pray for our president, 
our governor, our mayor and all elected and appointed leaders. Hear us 
also on behalf of the nations and peoples of the world, that there may be 
people of goodwill who will pursue peace and work for the common 
good.

Make us steadfast in the apostles’ doctrine, fellowship, in the 
breaking of the bread and prayer, lest we surrender the steadfast 
confession once handed down to us by the saints. Make us faithful in the 
confession of the Holy Trinity, that in the mystery of the one God and 
three persons, all people may come to rejoice in Your saving grace and 
goodness.

Rejoicing in our baptismal hope, lead us to know the blessing of a 
clear conscience through confession and absolution and to receive for our
blessing and for our good the blessed food of Your Son’s holy body and 
precious blood. Turn us through daily repentance, that we may be 
restored from error and rescued in every temptation.

Give to Your servants all that we need for this body and life, especially
the healing, strength, comfort and peace for the sick, the suffering, the 
sorrowing and the dying. You know better than we all their needs, but we 
pray You to teach us to pray so that our hearts may not be undone by 
anxiety and fear but rejoice in Your grace sufficient for our every need.

Accept the worship of our hands and voices through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, and receive now the tithes and offerings we bring as signs of our 
gratitude and symbols of our trust. We give You only what You have first 
given us, that by this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving we may show 
forth our faith in You and our confidence that You will give us all things 
needful for this life and deliver us to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, the 
blessed and eternal Trinity, now and forevermore.  Amen.

+ THE OFFERING



+ THE OFFERING HYMN – LSB 500:1-2
1. Creator Spirit, by whose aid

The world’s foundations first were
laid,

Come, visit ev’ry humble mind;
Come, pour Your joys on human-

kind;
From sin and sorrow set us free;

May we Your living temples be.
2. O Source of uncreated light,

The bearer of God’s gracious might,
Thrice-holy fount, thrice-holy fire,
Our hearts with heav’nly love inspire;
Your sacred, healing message bring
To sanctify us as we sing.

+ THE COMMUNION SERVICE – p. 216-217
+ The Sanctus - Hymn #960

+ The Agnus Dei - Hymn #434:1

+ The Communion Hymns: 948 & 559

+ THE POST-COMMUNION HYMN – Hymn #617:1

+ The Sending Hymn # 500:3-4

+ Announcements


