
U A Prayer of Preparation (As you personally prepare)
Spare us, O Lord, and mercifully forgive us our sins. Though by our continual transgres-

sions we have merited Your chastisements, be gracious to us. Grant that all these punishments
which we have deserved may not come upon us, but that all things may work to our everlast-
ing good; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Rev. A. J. Wollenburg, Pastor
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+ Hymn # 915
+ Invocation, confession, & Absolution - p. 

203
+ the Introit (chanted responsively)
+ the Kyrie - p. 204
+ the Gloria in excelsis - p. 204
+ the salutation & collect - p. 205
+ the old testament Reading - p. 205
+ the Gradual (chanted by the Pastor)
+ the epistle Reading - p. 205
+ the Verse spoken by Pastor - p. 205
+ the Gospel Reading - responses on p. 206
+ the Nicene creed - p. 206
+ the Hymn of the Day # 571

+ the sermon - John 3:16ff. - “‘GRACE’ is

NOT Just a Girl’s Name!”

+ the Prayers of the church
+ the offering
+ the offering Hymn - (stand to sing as the of-

ferings are returned to the altar) - IN TRIPLE-

FRAMED BOX on facing page (LSB 566:1, 6) [
+ the service of the sacrament - p.208-210
+ the communion Hymns: 743 - 580
+ the Post-communion service - “Nunc 

Dimittis,”etc. - p. 211-212
+ the sending Hymn # 744
+ Announcements

the order of Worship - Divine service, setting Four - begins on p. 203
(The below is intended to help visitors with following the order of worship. MEMBERS, if you see someone struggling
to follow the service, please gently offer to assist them. PleAse Note that, during the penitential season of Lent,

the Hymn of Praise and the Alleluia’s are deleted from the liturgy, to be restored at Easter.)

Welcome, Guests! We are delighted to have you join us for worship this morning. Please avail your-
selves of the chance to “sign in” on our attendance pad. The people around you, and Pastor, look
forward to meeting you! Please come worship with us again — and often!



U tHe oFFeRING — DuRING tHe oFFeRING, We INVIte All ouR WoRsHIPeRs to PleAse PAss AND AFFIx

tHeIR NAmes to tHe AtteNDANce PAD (located at the center aisle end of each pew), passing it down the
pew for others to sign, and then returning it to the center aisle end again. Be sure to note those who are
worshiping with you and greet them in the Lord! Those who will attend the Lord’s Supper at this wor-
ship service are invited to please mark the appropriate column/space for that. Visitors, we espe-
cially delight in your presence with us here — please be so kind as to note our Communion Practice,
below — if you will include your full mailing address, Pastor will send you a personal note. Do you desire
a pastoral visit? Kindly check the appropriate column and include your telephone number, and Pastor
will contact you. Members, please use this as a way to update your mailing address, telephone number,
and/or e-mail address. Thanks to all for their help and cooperation!

ouR commuNIoN PRActIce is that we ordinarily offer the lord’s supper only to those who are
communicant members of a congregation of the lutheran church-

missouri synod or of congregations which are part of a church body
which is in altar & pulpit fellowship with the lcms. Scripture teach-

es that Holy Communion is to be a confession of a common faith (1
Cor. 10:17; Acts 2:42) and that those who are unprepared may do
themselves spiritual harm (1 Cor. 11:23-32). We do not thereby pre-
sume to question another’s faith in Christ, but hold this historic
position out of love for God’s Word and in care for souls. Inviting all
Christians to Communion would imply a oneness which does not
yet exist but for which we must all pray. Even as we try to respect

the practices of other Christian denominations, so we ask others to
please respect our practice. If there are some whom we do not com-

mune who would like  to come forward, they may do, crossing their
arms over their chests — then the elders who distribute Communion will

pass them by, but our Pastor will speak a blessing over those persons. Any
who would like to discuss this practice at more length may make an appointment with our pastor to do so.
T

U tHe oFFeRING HYmN — As the offerings are returned to the altar, please stand to sing...
(Please remain standing for the Service of the Sacrament.)

1. By grace I’m saved, grace free and 
boundless;

my soul, believe and doubt it not.
Why stagger at this word of promise?    
Has scripture ever falsehood taught?
No! then this word must true remain:
By grace you too will life obtain.

6. By grace! on this I’ll rest when dying;    
In Jesus’ promise I rejoice;
For though I know my heart’s condi-

tion,
I also know my savior’s voice.
my heart is glad, all grief has flown
since I am saved by grace alone.

(LSB 566:1, 6)



The Propers & Readings:
The Fourth Sunday in Lent

17-18 March 2012

T The Introit – The one thing I have now, and upon which I can always de-
pend, is God Who holds me by His grace. (Antiphon, Ps. 27:1; Ps. 27:3–5)

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom |
shall I fear? *

the lord is the stronghold of my life; of 
whom shall I | be afraid?

Though an army encamp against me, my heart
| shall not fear; *

though war arise against me, yet I will 
be | confident.

One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I
seek | after: *

that I may dwell in the house of the lord 
all the days of my life, to gaze upon the

beauty of the lord and to inquire in His |
temple.

For He will hide me in His shelter in the day of |
trouble; *

He will conceal me under the cover of 
His tent; He will lift me high up- | on a
rock.

Glory be to the Father and | to the son *
and to the Holy | spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning, *
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom |
shall I fear? *

the lord is the stronghold of my life; of 
whom shall I | be afraid?

T The Collect of the Day
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we

deserve only punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body
and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all
Your benefits, and serve You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

U the old testament Reading — Numbers 21:4-9 — Unfaithful Israel complains to God 
about everything. He disciplines His children, AND He provides a miraculous deliverance.
4 From Mount Hor [the children of Israel] set

out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the
land of Edom. And the people became impatient
on the way. 5 And the people spoke against God
and against Moses, “Why have You brought us
up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For
there is no food and no water, and we loathe this
worthless food.” 6 Then the Lord sent fiery ser-
pents among the people, and they bit the peo-
ple, so that many people of Israel died. 7 And the

people came to Moses and said, “We have
sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and
against you. Pray to the Lord, that He take away
the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the
people. 8 And the Lord said to Moses, “make a
fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and every-
one who is bitten, when he sees it, shall
live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze serpent and
set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he
would look at the bronze serpent and live.



U the Gradual
[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus, *

the founder and perfecter | of our faith,
Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despis- | ing the shame, *

and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God. (Herews 12:2)

U the epistle Reading — ephesians 2:1–10 — We were dead. God saved us. Freely. By His 
grace. Priceless!
1 And you were dead in the trespasses and

sins 2 in which you once walked, following the
course of this world, following the prince of the
power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in
the sons of disobedience — 3 among whom we
all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carry-
ing out the desires of the body and the mind,
and were by nature children of wrath, like the
rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in mercy,
because of the great love with which He loved
us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespass-
es, made us alive together with Christ — by

grace you have been saved — 6 and raised us
up with Him and seated us with Him in the heav-
enly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the com-
ing ages He might show the immeasurable rich-
es of His grace in kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved
through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is
the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no
one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk
in them.

U the Verse
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only son, that whoever believes in Him 

should not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

U the Holy Gospel — John 3:14–21 — Jesus is God’s love. The way in which God loved the 
world was to give His Son to be put up on a cross as a spectacle. And we, by God’s grace through faith in Christ,
live forever!
14 [Jesus said:] “As moses lifted up the

serpent in the wilderness, so must the son of
man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in
Him may have eternal life.

16 “For God so loved the world, that He
gave His only son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life. 17

For God did not send His son into the world
to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through Him. 18

Whoever believes in Him is not condemned,
but whoever does not believe is condemned

already, because He has not believed in the
name of the only son of God. 19 And this is
the judgment: the light has come into the
world, and people loved the darkness rather
than the light because their deeds were evil.
20 For everyone who does wicked things
hates the light and does not come to the
light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21

But whoever does what is true comes to the
light, so that it may be clearly seen that his
deeds have been carried out in God.”



T I.N.I. T

John 3:16ff. - “‘Grace’ is Not Just a Girl’s Name!”

INtRo.: The hardest thing in the world is . . .                                                                           

                                                                                                                                               

The second hardest thing in the world is . . .                                                                 

                                                                                                                                             

The third hardest thing in the world is . . .                                                                           

                                                                                                                                                   

I. scripture’s teaching about grace . . .

A. Nice shorthand but too trite ~~~~~>                                                     

B. Jesus’ word for it is . . . ~~~~~~>                                                        

c. Its role in our salvation . . .                                                                                                                                     

II. A proper understanding of grace changes how we see:

A.                                                                                                                                                          

B.                                                                                                                                           

1.                                                                                                                                             

2.                                                                                                                                     

3.                                                                                                                                              

c.                                                                                                                                                                    

1.                                                                                                                                             

2.                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                  

coNcluDING:

Per Paul why some don’t come to faith:                                                                                                                                                 

The thing about grace is like a parent:                                                                                                                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                                         
T I.N.I. T
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