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WElCOME, GuESTS! We are delighted to have you join us for worship this morning. Please avail your-
selves of the chance to “sign in” on our attendance pad. The people around you, and Pastor, look
forward to meeting you! Please come worship with us again — and often!

U The Collect of the Day (As you personally prepare. Used also in the worship service.)
O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of

Your final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with You in per-
fect joy hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.

+ Pastor’s Announcements

+ Hymn # 804

+ Invocation, Confession, & Absolution - p. 

203

+ The Introit (chanted by Pastor)

+ The Kyrie — p. 204

+ The Gloria in Excelsis — p. 204

+ The Salutation & Collect — p. 205

+ The Old Testament Reading — p. 205

+ The Gradual (chanted by Pastor)

+ The Epistle Reading — p. 205

+ The Verse spoken by the Pastor & then the

cong. sings the Verse & “Alleluia’s” - p. 205

+ The Gospel Reading - responses on p. 206

+ The Nicene Creed — p. 206

+ The Hymn of the Day # 508

+ The Sermon — Matt. 13:24–30, 36–43 —

“Weeds Don’t Last Forever — Nor Does 

Evil”

+ The Prayers of the Church

+ The Offering

+ The Offering Hymn - (stand to sing as the of-
ferings are returned to the altar) - IN TRIPLE-
FRAMED BOX on facing page (LSB 819:1, 4) [

+ The Service of the Sacrament - p.208-210
+ The Communion Hymns: 821 — 768
+ The Post-Communion Service - “Nunc 

Dimittis,”etc. - p. 211-212
+ The Sending Hymn # 923

The Order of Worship - Divine Service, Setting Four - begins on p. 203
The below is intended to help visitors with following the order of worship. MEMBERS, if you see someone struggling

to follow the service, please gently offer to assist them.



U THE OFFERING — DuRING THE OFFERING, WE INVITE All OuR WORSHIPERS TO PlEASE PASS AND AFFIx

THEIR NAMES TO THE ATTENDANCE PAD (located at the center aisle end of each pew), passing it down the
pew for others to sign, and then returning it to the center aisle end again. Be sure to note those who are
worshiping with you and greet them in the Lord! Those who will attend the Lord’s Supper at this wor-
ship service are invited to please mark the appropriate column/space for that. Visitors, we espe-
cially delight in your presence with us here — please be so kind as to note our Communion Practice,
below — if you will include your full mailing address, Pastor will send you a personal note. Do you desire
a pastoral visit? Kindly check the appropriate column and include your telephone number, and Pastor
will contact you. Members, please use this as a way to update your mailing address, telephone number,
and/or e-mail address. Thanks to all for their help and cooperation!

OuR COMMuNION PRACTICE is that we ordinarily offer the lord’s Supper only to those who are
communicant members of a congregation of the lutheran Church-Missouri Synod

or of congregations which are part of a church body which is in altar & pulpit fel-
lowship with the lCMS. Scripture teaches that Holy Communion is to be a confes-
sion of a common faith (1 Cor. 10:17; Acts 2:42) and that those who are unprepared
may do themselves spiritual harm (1 Cor. 11:23-32). We do not thereby presume to

question another’s faith in Christ, but hold this historic position out of love for God’s
Word and in care for souls. Inviting all Christians to Communion would imply a oneness

which does not yet exist but for which we must all pray. Even as we try to respect the prac-
tices of other Christian denominations, so we ask others to please respect our practice. If there are some
whom we do not commune who would like  to come forward, they may do, crossing their arms over their
chests — then the elders who distribute Communion will pass them by, but our Pastor will speak a blessing
over those persons. Any who would like to discuss this practice at more length may make an appointment
with our pastor to do so.  T

U The Communion Distribution — Both the individual cups and the common cup are 
offered to our communicants. One of our elders will distribute the bread; he will be followed by Pastor
with the chalice; those who desire the common cup may receive it from Pastor; those who desire the
individual cup may wait for the elder who will follow Pastor with the tray of individual cups.

1. Sing praise to God, the highest good,
The author of creation,
The God of love who understood    
Our need for His salvation.
With healing balm our souls He fills
And ev’ry faithless murmur stills:
To God all praise and glory!

4. He never shall forsake His flock, 
His chosen generation;
He is their refuge and their rock,    
Their peace and their salvation.
As with a mother’s tender hand,
He leads His own, His chosen band:    
To God all praise and glory!(LSB 819:1,4)

(Please remain standing for the Service of the Sacrament.)

+ +
U THE OFFERING HYMN — As the offerings are returned to the altar, please stand to sing...



U The Holy Gospel — Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43 — Jesus offers us His rich comfort!

24 [Jesus] put another parable before them, say-
ing, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to
a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25 but
while his men were sleeping, his enemy came
and sowed weeds among the wheat and went
away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore
grain, then the weeds appeared also. 27 And the
servants of the master of the house came and
said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed
in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 28

He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the
servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go
and gather them?’ 29 But he said, ‘No, lest in gath-
ering the weeds you root up the wheat along with
them. 30 let both grow together until the harvest,
and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather
the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be
burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’”

36 Then He left the crowds and went into the
house. And His disciples came to Him, saying,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.”
37 He answered, “The one who sows the good
seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world,
and the good seed is the children of the king-
dom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39

and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The
harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers
are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are gathered and
burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the
age. 41 The Son of Man will send His angels, and
they will gather out of His kingdom all causes of
sin and all law-breakers, 42 and throw them into
the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weep-
ing and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous
will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their
Father. He who has ears, let him hear.”

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this pres-
ent time are not worth comparing with the glory that
is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with
eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20

For the creation was subjected to futility, not willing-
ly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21

that the creation itself will be set free from its
bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the
glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the
whole creation has been groaning together in the
pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the cre-
ation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption

as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this
hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not
hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we
hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with
patience.

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness.
For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but
the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too
deep for words. 27 And He Who searches hearts
knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the
Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of
God.

U The Epistle Reading — Romans 8:18–27  — Christ has rescued us from the futility of liv-
ing merely for this life.

U The Old Testament Reading — Isaiah 44:6–8 — God is God. There is no other. Period.
6 Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and His

Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:
“I am the first and I am the last; besides Me
there is no god. 7 Who is like Me? let him 

proclaim it. let him declare and set it before Me,
since I appointed an ancient people. let them

declare what is to come, and what will happen.
8 Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you
from of old and declared it? And you are My 

witnesses! Is there a God besides Me? There is
no Rock; I know not any.”


